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Ngā mihi nui ki a koutou. Greetings to you all. Mānawatia a Matariki! 

This term has been jam-packed with learning opportunities. We have had Young leaders Day, 
the Otago Math Competition, the school social, Sports Camp, Gymsports, Science Fair, Tū 
Rangatira programme, Tipu Ake programme, WIMS Hockey, WIMS Football, WIMS Chess, 
and WIMS Kī-o-rahi, Pink Shirt Day, high school visits for year 8’s, and Science Roadshow. 
We also have winter sports starting, and are preparing to send teams and individuals to the 
AIMS Games in Week 8 next term. Seven students are preparing for the exchange to 
Makuhari, Japan, at the end of next term. We are also looking forward to our Open Day for 
2027 enrolments, which will be held on Monday 3 August.  

In the classroom, there has been lots of fantastic learning, with an overall theme for the term 
of Earth and Space, ending with sharing this term’s learning at our Showcase of Learning 
on Tuesday this week.  

I wish to thank all of our amazing staff for their dedication to the job and for going the extra 
mile to ensure the success of our tamariki by organising and delivering these awesome 
activities. A huge thank you also goes to whānau for your continued support - especially to 
those coaching teams, helping with camps, meeting with teachers, providing transport or help, 
supporting learning at home with science fair projects, and more!  

We hosted a group of technology and arts teachers from Rotorua Intermediate who were 
inspired by the stories they had heard of our specialist programme. It was a great day of 
learning between the teachers, and a reciprocal visit will take place in the future. 

Peachgrove also hosted the Waikato, Bay of Plenty and Poverty Bay Principals Association. 
From pōwhiri to class visits, from identity to pedagogy, we received very positive affirmations 
from our visitors who acknowledged our mahi and achievements while taking ideas back to 
their own schools. 

We have seen noticeable improvements in attendance rates and a reduction in the number of  
students arriving late each day. Students who were late in Term 1 of 2025 was 30%; now, in 
Term 1 of 2026, 92% are on time. In Term 1 of 2025, the year 7 students had 51% attendance 
rate; now, that same cohort as year 8’s have 66% attendance rates. We know that attendance 
greatly impacts learning, so congratulations to all those who have high attendance or who 
have made improvements in their personal attendance. Thank you, whānau, for your support 
with this. 
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A reminder to please enrol your Year 8 students at a high school as soon as possible. Many 
high schools are closing their enrolments earlier than in previous years. If you live out of zone, 
this may impact your available choices. 

Please also note our second Ministry of Education Teacher Only Day is on Friday 4 
September, which is the Week 7 Friday of Term 3. Peachgrove Intermediate will be closed for 
learning as our teachers undertake professional development for the new maths curriculum. 

Mid-year reports will be emailed to whānau at the end of this week. The process can take 
several days due to the volume of reports being sent, so please be patient! 

A reminder - if you have moved house or changed phone numbers recently, please let the 
office know so your students file can be updated with correct contact details. It is vital that we 
are able to contact a caregiver/parent in case of emergency or illness. 

With Friday 3 July being the last day of Term 2, we wish you a safe and enjoyable school 
holiday break. We look forward to seeing you all back on Monday 20 July for the start of Term 
3.  

Ngā mihi nui, 
Aaron West 
Principal Peachgrove Intermediate School 

 
 
 
Messages from Hamilton City Council 
 
Stay Safe on Your Bike or E‑Scooter  
We’ve seen more students riding bikes and e‑scooters to school, which is awesome — but 
we’ve also seen more close calls. The biggest problem has been riders travelling against the 
flow of traffic on road in cycle lanes. 
To keep yourself safe, always ride in the same direction as the cars. When drivers turn left 
out of driveways or side streets, they usually look to their right for oncoming traffic. If you’re 
coming from the opposite direction, they often won’t see you until it’s too late. 
If there’s a short section where crossing the road to stay with traffic doesn’t make sense, it’s 
safer to hop onto the footpath for that part. 
Make smart choices, stay visible, and ride with the flow of traffic every day. Your safety 
matters. 
 
Consultation on the Peachgrove Road closes this Thursday 2 July. 
We encourage you to have your say on a range of improvements options Hamilton City 
Council’s proposed for the section of road outside of Hamilton Boys’ High School and 
Peachgrove Road. 
  
During school drop off and pick up times, the area gets heavily congested. Thousands of 
students and passing vehicles use this corridor daily and we’ve asked for road safety 
improvements for a number of years. 
  
Find out more info and share your feedback here: 
https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/peachgroveroad 
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